PRESS RELEASE

SIR MAURICE BATHURST QC MEMORIAL LECTURE TO BE GIVEN BY  LORD JUSTICE RIX

“ Which serves the market – arbitration, litigation or mediation or none of the above?”

The growth of alternative dispute resolution in the insurance and reinsurance field, the development of a set of rules applied by the Financial Services Ombudsman to resolve consumer insurance disputes, and the very limited rights of appeal from arbitration awards, has led to concerns in some quarters that the English common law, which governs most insurance and reinsurance contracts, is not developing because fewer insurance and reinsurance cases are coming before the Courts for decision.

The increasing costs of litigation, and concerns about whether cases are properly managed before trial, in light of the recent well-publicised collapse of the BCCI and Equitable Life mega-cases, may also explain why fewer insurance and reinsurance cases appear to be coming to Court.  

Is this a good thing? Is arbitration or mediation better in the long run? Is it satisfactory for the common law to become stagnant whilst the Ombudsman develops a different and more flexible regime based on reasonableness, or whilst market arbitrators determine what are legal issues?  These are important issues for those interested in the insurance market and in the development of insurance law.

With this in mind, on 5 July 2007, Lord Justice Rix (a judge of the Court of Appeal and the Deputy President of the British Insurance Law Association) will deliver the Sir Maurice Bathurst QC Memorial Lecture at 5pm in the Old Library at Lloyd’s.  Sir Maurice was a past President of the British Insurance Law Association. He was an eminent silk who came to the Bar after a distinguished career as Legal Adviser to the Foreign Office. He specialised in public international law and was instructed in leading international law cases, as well as acting as arbitrator in international disputes. He was active in BILA for many years and retained his interest in its activities until his death at the age of ninety.

NOTES TO EDITORS

BILA is a unique organisation, its membership being drawn from insurers, insurance brokers and other intermediaries, academic lawyers, solicitors and barristers. In addition to UK members, there are many from all over the world. BILA is not only a domestic organisation, it is also the British Chapter of l’Association International de Droit des Assurances (AIDA) and is an active participant in its quadrennial world congress. 

BILA holds regular talks and Conferences on insurance law topics, often with speakers from overseas. It produces technical papers on a wide range of subjects for various bodies, including Government and Law Reform Commissions. BILA also publishes a journal three times per year, which contains articles of interest to insurance practitioners. As the organiser of the London Colloquia which are held every two to three years, BILA has not only been host to insurers and insurance lawyers from all over the world, but has been responsible for initiating many changes to the world of insurance. 

More information can be found at www.bila.org.uk . Contacts: Jacquetta Castle – 020 7418 7073; Leslie-Ann Giovnilli – 07776 115795

